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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is response to the application filed, on January 1 2, 2001 . Pending 
claims 1-26, are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation " A method including" in claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 2-25, dependent on claim 1, are rejected. 

Claim 26 recites the limitation " A system including" in claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Art Unit: 2162 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claim invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 



MPEP 2106 IV. B.2. (b) 

A claim that requires one or more acts to be performed defined a process. However, not 
all processes are statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101. Schrader, 22 F. 3d at 296, 30 USPQd at 1460. To 
be statutory, a claimed computer-related process must either: (A) result in a physical 
transformation outside the computer for which a practical application in the technological arts is 
either disclosed in the specification or would have been known to a skilled artisan , or (B) be 
limited to a practical application within the technological arts. 

MPEP 2106. II.A 

Process that consists solely of the maculation of an abstract idea not concrete or 
tangible. See In re Warmerdam, 33 F3d 1354, 1360, 31 USPQ2d 1754, 1759 (Fed. Cir. 
1994). 

Claims 1-26, in view of the above cited MPEP sections, are not statutory 
because they merely recite a number of computing steps without producing any tangible 
result and/or being limited to practical application within the technological arts. The use 
of a computer has not been indicated. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dean 
et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,023,762, hereinafter, "Dean"). 

With respect to claims 1 and 26, Dean discloses, constructing a first profile 
utilizing first information concerning a profile subject (personal information, 202, fig.2), 
wherein the first information is provided by the profile subject, (USER DATABASES, fig. 
2, col. 4, lines 10-27, for instance, the first profile is personal information, 202, fig. 2); 
and constructing a second profile utilizing second information concerning the profile 
subject (201, project info, fig. 2), wherein the second information is provided by a further 
entity, (USER DATABASES, fig. 2, col. 4, lines 10-27, user profile has different 
information categories that are 200-203, fig. 2, for instance, project info (201 , fig. 2) is 
the second profile),wherein a profile search (request information to user database, col. 

5. lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25) is performed against the both the first (personal 
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information, fig. 5) and second profiles (project status, fig. 5)and wherein a search result 
is processed according to a publication policy specified by the profile subject, see (col. 
4, lines 26-65, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25, for instance, the publication policy 
for personal information for wife and for project status for boss, thus, the publication 
policy is depend on the profile subjects). 

With respect to claims 2-3, Dean discloses, write and read access to the first 
profile is limited to the profile subject, see (col. 4, lines 26-65, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 
6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 4, Dean discloses, search access to the first profile is 
extended beyond the profile subject, see (col. 4, lines 26-65, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, 
lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 5, Dean discloses, search access to the first profile is 
unrestricted, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 6, Dean discloses, write access to the second profile is 
limited to the further entity, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 7, Dean discloses, read access to the second profile is 
limited to the further entity, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 
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With respect to claim 8, Dean discloses, search access to the second profile is 
extended beyond the further user, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 9, Dean discloses, search access to the second profile is 
unrestricted, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 10, Dean discloses, publication policy specifies that the 
profile subject be prompted for authorization to publish the search result, see (fig. 5, col. 
5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Dean discloses, the publication policy specifies that the 
profile subject be prompted for authorization to publish the search result when the 
search registers a match with respect to the second profile, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 40- 
67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 12, Dean discloses, first profile includes a public profile 
portion and a private profile portion, and wherein the publication policy specifies that the 
profile subject be prompted for authorization to publish the search result when the 
search registers a match with respect to the private profile portion, see (fig. 5, col. 5, 
lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 
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With respect to claim 13, Dean discloses, authorization is to publish the search 
result to an initiator of the search, see (fig. 4, col. 5, lines 22-39). 

With respect to claim 14, Dean discloses, publication policy specifies that the 
search result be published without independent authorization by the profile subject, see 
(fig. 4, col. 5, lines 22-39). 

With respect to claim 15, Dean discloses, first profile includes a public profile 
portion and a private profile portion and wherein the publication policy specifies that the 
search result be published without the independent authorization by the profile subject 
when the search generates a match against the public profile portion, see (fig. 4, col. 5, 
lines 22-39, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 16, Dean discloses, publication policy specifies that the 
search result not be published, see (fig. 4, col. 5, lines 22-39, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 
6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 17, Dean discloses, publication policy includes a rule 
authored by the profile subject, see (fig. 4, col. 5, lines 22-39, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 
6, lines 1-25). 



Application/Control Number: 09/759,628 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2162 

With respect to claim 18, Dean discloses, publication policy specifies at least one 
search criteria to be applied when a profile search is performed against any one of the 
first and second profiles, see (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 22-39, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 
1-25). 

With respect to claim 19, Dean discloses, search criteria defines a requirement 
for the performance of the profile search, see, (col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 20, Dean discloses, requirements is that the profile search 
be related to specific subject matter, see (fig. 4, col. 5, lines 22-39). 

With respect to claim 21 , Dean discloses, requirements is that the profile search 
be related to specific subject matter, see (col. 5, lines 22-39). 

With respect to claim 22, Dean discloses, first and second profiles form 
respective portions of a common profile, see (col. 5, lines 22-39). 

With respect to claim 23, Dean discloses, first and second profiles reside at a 
common network locations, see (fig.1, col. 3, lines 27-65). 



i 
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With respect to claim 24, Dean discloses, profile search is performed against a 
plurality of profiles and wherein the search result is processed according to the 
publication policy, see (col. 5, lines 22-39, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, lines 1-25). 

With respect to claim 25, Dean discloses, read access is denied to a host 
computer that hosts the first profile, see (col. 5, lines 22-39, col. 5, lines 40-67 to col. 6, 
lines 1-25). 

Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Heyen et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,093,918) discloses the system for providing a 
user dependent status indication for shared electronic mail objects within a distributed 
computing system. In certain electronic mail systems multiple users are permitted to 
share access to selected electronic mail objects in a so-called "affinity" relationship 
whereby selected end users are permitted to access identical address space within a 
computer. Within such systems it is difficult to ascertain a particular status of a selected 
electronic mail object with certainty due to the face that multiple users may have access 
to that electronic mail object. In accordance with the method of the present invention an 
attribute list is associated with each electronic mail object which may contain multiple 
sets of attributes, each set associated with a group of recipients, a subgroup of 
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recipients or an individual end user having access to that electronic mail object. 
Thereafter, the activities of each end user are utilized to modify each attribute list 
associated with that end user. An end user may then periodically determine and display 
the status of an individual mail object with regard to the entire group of recipients, a 
subgroup of recipients or an individual end user. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac M Woo whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4043. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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